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We are perfecting mature believers in faith through teaching and living!
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ELCOME

On behalf of Bishop John R. Thompson, Copastotédy Jenice R. Thompson and the
entire CTCC family, we would like to thank you for your intetiesbecoming a member
of Calvary. It is our prayer that your body, soul and spirit bélblessed, favored and
preserved until the coming of the Lord. Please feel free t@amaglquestions during the
course of this membership orientation.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this orientation is to expose the strategic plaGaleéry.

We are a purpose driven church. WePerfecting mature Believers in Faith Through
Teaching and Living. We hope to educate you about the fundamentals of this ministry
and perfect you in your Christian walk in Christ Jesus. This@i®n will help you to
understand what is expected of you when you become a member.

DECISION: The decision you're making to become a member here at Calvbagésl
on the experience and knowledge that you have obtained thus far. @e tteat no one
has forced you into becoming a member, this is a decision tliahgve made on your
own. This is a wonderful decision! Great people make great decisions!

FORGETTING THE PAST (PHIL 3:13): This ministry is unique to the calling of God.
God has instructed the shepherd of this house (Pastor Thompson) tehgumbople of
this Holy place into a realm of worship and relationship with Gotlttikey have never
experienced before. Don't let the past experiences you've had ataitkistries distort
your decision-making in this ministry. Forget any wrongdoing thia¢roministries or
leaders may have done to you. Come on and apprehend the future wiéneuat
Calvary.

PERFECTION: As like other ministries, we are striving toward perfection. Ounistry

is a General Hospital. We minister to the needs of people. N @ezfect here. We
have people with spiritual headaches, broken arms, broken emotions, brgken le
decapitated heads, abuse victims, etc. No church is perfdcHanivhom is perfect is
come. Until then, we must teach people the perfect will @fi,&nd that is Holiness
through the Power of the Holy Spirit.

CALVARY TEMPLE CHRISTIAN CENTER MINISTRIES
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Calvary Temple Christian Center Ministries
319 Barnum Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06608
Senior Pastor/Bishop John R. Thompson, Sr. &
Co-Pastor/T"' Lady Jenice R. Thompson
(203) 335-4901 CH (203) 336-9504 OFF & FAX

Greetings to you in the precious name of Jesus!

We are delighted you have decided to worship watlnere at Calvary. Our desire
IS to nourish you in the Lord as long as you ardeurihis leadership. CTCC is a
fast-growing ministry with a vision for this milleaum. What a pleasure it will be
to work with you to achieve our vision. Pleasenjm and do whatever it is your
hands find to do. My family and | stand ready ¢ove you and the church family
Is delighted to meet your acquaintance. We welcovileng workers such as

yourself. We believe in living and preaching hebs. Follow me as | follow

Christ. Again, we say welcome to Calvary! Makgatir business to be faithful to
all services. Remember your new worship schedule:

................................. SUNAAYS... e
Christian Education 9:45AM......... Morning Worship 11:30AM
(Mon-Fri) Morning Glory Prayer ...........c.ccevvivennn. 6:00AM
Monday Evening Prayer............................6:00PM - 7:00PM
................................. Wednesdays........cooviiiiiniiniineanns
Prayer 6:00PM ~ Bible Class 7:00PM
Tuesdays CAP (& 4™).........cc.cccceceeeveeeee e T:00PM
Various Friday Nights..................... Youth Activity or Services
Various Sundays @ 5:00PM......... Auxiliary Sponsored Servicep

In Christ,

We are your new Spiritual Leaders;

Bishop John R. Thompson, Sr. & Co-Pastor/1* Lady Jenice R. Thompson
CTCC Ministries

If you need help in certain areas, inquire about the following ministries:

Men or Women

Couples

Singles with/without Children

Youth, Teens and Children's Ministries, etc
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Hishap Jotw R Hmgpsa, Sc

The body of Christ has been given a gift in Bishodohn R.
Thompson, Sr., a man of integrity and self disciphe who has a
deep respect and love for all humanity. Born on Apl 23, 1959
in Alberta, VA to Robert Sr. and Louise E. Thompson he
answered the call of salvation by giving his lifea Christ at the young age of
15, on June &, 1974. The night of his baptism even the enemy showed up!
He was standing in the water waiting to be baptizedwhen the light fixture
which hung over the pool was accidentally struck bythe man of God as he
motioned to speak before baptizing him. This motie caused the entire light
fixture to fall into the water while still plugged into the electrical socket. All
watched the man of God reach down into the water,atrieve the light fixture,
and place it back in its rightful position, while he stood in the water, and
without incident was then baptized in the name of dsus!

Bishop Thompson serves as founder and Senior Pastof Calvary Temple
Christian Center Ministries, Inc. which is one of he most progressive and
fastest growing ministries in the city since Augusof 1995. This multi racial,
anointed church has increased in membership and oany given Sunday you
will find the sanctuary, which seats 1000, filled.Bishop is also the founder of
the International Royal Priesthood Fellowship, whith is a fellowship of
churches with ministries presently in US as well a3amaica.

Bishop along with his wife traveled to Rome Italy wh the Joint College of
African American Bishops where he received the "3 certification for the
Office of Bishop, with the elevation to Bishop-eléaunder the Joint College of
African American Bishops in March 2004. He had tk awesome privilege of
being in service with Pope John Paul Il at VaticanCity. They were also
special guests to the Vatican and were the dinneugsts of Ambassador to the
Vatican. This eight-day conference was where he tnessed Rome like as unto
the apostles. The Proclamation Service electingrhias Bishop of the IRPF
was held on January 20, 2008.

His local television and radio broadcasts, which a Statewide, is noised about
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as one of the most watched and talked about in th&tate of CT!! Combined
they reach thousands weekly. His annual “No More ma Fellowship
Conference” totals just over $100,000 in gifts andiouchers. Through the
blessings of God this conference has facilitated du gifts as rent payments,
credit card bills, cell phone payments, grocery vathers, haircuts to single
mothers with male children, utility payments and mwch more for anyone in
attendance (the saved, unsaved, members and non mmans alike). Bishop
Thompson is especially pleased to have given awalyet5 vehicles to-date,
through the No More Drama Fellowship Conferences.

Bishop ministers to the churched and un-churched win very racy subjects
such as: “How To Survive The Consequences Of YourdBavior”, “How To
Live With A Mistake”, and who can forget “She’s No Longer A Threat” and
“Women Under Construction”, “Player don’t get Played”, just to name a few.

Bishop Thompson's academics include four years ohéological studies from
New England regional theological Bible Institution and he continues his
education just a few credits away from a degree ifPsychology. Bishop has
attained his Master’s in Theology through His Excdéency Theological School.
He is the President of J. R. Thompson Ministries in, which has radio
broadcasts in various cities throughout the UnitedStates, Bishop Thompson
along with Lady Thompson entrepreneurs having purclased and sold over $1
Million dollars in real estate and they continue topursue wise investments for
the Kingdom.

Bishop Thompson is a family man. His wife, lLady Jenice R. Thompson has
been saved since February of 1972. He is in lové&hvher deeply and if you're

around him for just a few minutes, he will let youknow it because he talks
about her all the time. Together they have two sa&) John R. Thompson, Il

and Justin R. Thompson. Bishop believes in a lifede of worship where your

decisions and choices should worship the Lord. Ase states over and over
again you can live in the prophecy of your destingand not in the character of

your environment.

PP, Calvary Temple Christian Center Ministries
Bishop John R. Thompson, Sr.
319 Barnum Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06608
(203) 335-4901 Church/Voicemail (203) 336-9504 Facsimile

www.jrthompsonministries.org
CTCC Member ]




Co-Pastar Jenice R, Tiessgpass

1% Lady Jenice Loyd-Thompson, Co-Pastor of Calvary
Temple Christian Center Ministries 319 Barnum Avente

Bridgeport, CT 06608 has been saved since Februanf

1972. She received the Baptism in Jesus’ Name atite

infilling of the Holy Spirit under leadership at Fellowship

Temple Church in Bridgeport, CT. She served diligatly

and faithfully over two decades in this previous mistry.

She married John R. Thompson, Sr. in November of B5 and went with him

into the pastorate in 1992; having been well groongefor this next level in

Christ, as I Lady/Co-Pastor.

Her offices were everything from typist to teacherprayer warrior to praise
leader, director, secretary of various ministries;to name a few! Lady
Thompson is a graduate of Trumbull High School anda former mortgage
closer for Merrill Lynch and Citytrust (now Chase Manhattan Bank of CT).
She worked in the corporate world for over 14 years She now serves full time
in the ministry as Co-Pastor of CTCC, as well as dicensed Realtor for the
State of Connecticut. She carries a Bachelor's dege with His Excellency
Theological School and she is currently pursuing meMasters. She is the
mother of two young men, John R. Thompson, Il and dstin R. Thompson.
Lady Thompson is a God-fearing, Holy woman of God rad the number 1
supporter of her husband’s vision and ministry. He desire is to see Calvary
grow with strong loving families, teaching men by xample. There is one
thing she would like you to know about her and thats, she has no problem in
bowing to the Lord Jesus Christ!

Her Motto:
It has been said and proven true, NO ONE ELSE eaa lbetter YOU!
"""""""" Calvary Temple Christian Center Ministries
Co-Pastor Jenice R. Thompson
319 Barnum Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06608
(203) 335-4901 Church/Voicemail (203) 336-9504 Facsimile
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Why the name?
Calvary Temple Christian Center

Let’s take a moment and reflect on Calvary. Calvar
the place where our Lord and Savior died for ons.si
Calvary also divided time — BC and AD. God ourlfeat
chose Calvary to sacrifice His Son for all of manakto
be delivered out of our sin and restored into fedbip
with God.

Bishop Thompson, when studying about Calvary ahd al
Its surrounding events, was extremely overwhelmetd w
the Pain and Glory of Calvary. This is where oward.
and Savior purchased our Salvation! Bishop Thompso
began teaching a series of sermons on the Crosshwh
led him to name the church Calvary Temple and due t
the fact he wanted the ministry to be more that the
average stereotypical church, he added ChristiamteCe

Calvary is to be an oasis to our community and ipev
help for the less fortunate. For the future, ooalgs to
add a food station, jobs, and guidance to famikasyle
parents, teens, fathers, etc. Our aim is to nanist the
entire community.
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The Emblem

Calvary Temple Christian Center's Emblem is the
creative design of our Bishop John R. Thompson, Sr.
It evolved through much seeking of the Lord in pragr
concerning the ministry’s image. Bishop-Elect wardd
something from the Lord that would represent the
ministry with visual excellence. The emblem that &
now see is the result of that desire.

*The Shield- Gold in color with various Precious
Jewels, the Wooden Cross, and the Three C'’s.

- The Shield represents — Faith

- The Precious Jewels - The riches of his grace and
mercy and gifts to the Body of Christ.

- The Wooden Cross — Upon which Jesus died for
our sins. There is blood on the cross In
remembrance of the forgiveness of our sins.

- The Green & Blue color in the background — The
color of eternal life in Christ.

- The Gold is the highest form of purity and cost of
our salvation.

*The Three C’s — Calvary Christian Center

*The Cross also represents the “T” in Temple

*The Sword — Gold and Platinum with Diamonds.
The Word of God, Jesus the Christ,
Hebrews 4:12 — Double-Edged Sword
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The History of Calvary Temple Christian Center Ministries

Calvary Temple Christian Center Ministries was fourded by Bishop
John R. Thompson, Sr. He founded Calvary in the fhof 1992 with his wife
Jenice R. Thompson, and one son at that time, JolR. Thompson, Il. After
hearing the call of the Lord to go to Waterbury with approximately 5 mothers
as starting members the membership quickly grew. feir first place of
worship was a building on the corner of Irion and Wdnut Streets in
Waterbury, CT. They had church in that sanctuary asthough they were in a
cathedral with 1,000 people. The Lord’'s hand wasestainly on Bishop’s
leadership from the beginning of the ministry. We atgrew that place of
worship and began searching for another within 18 months. In August of
1994, just as they were ready to establish a permant place of worship in
Waterbury, the Lord closed the door in that city andopened it in Bridgeport.
Without missing one Sunday in the pulpit, Bishop Thompson sought out a
large empty, former warehouse. He then gathered thbrethren together from
a membership of close to 60, and went to work rewtizing their new church
home.

With hard work and determination their doors were opened for worship at
541-543 Fairfield Avenue in September of 1994. IAugust of the year 2000
The Lord blessed Bishop Thompson, his wife & Co P&s Jenice Thompson,
sons John Il & Justin and the Calvary Church Family to purchase their own
building at 319 Barnum Avenue Bridgeport, CT in which you can sit today.
There has been over $375,000 worth of renovationsode to the present
building, and we are not in debt to anyone excephe mortgagor!! This was
all done by the grace of God. It's the Lord’s doig and it is marvelous in our
sight!! From the beginning until now, Calvary hasgreatly increased. We are
individuals from all walks of life. Calvary reaches out to the lost; to those who
are churched and un-churched, addicted or sober, &m broken homes dealing
with abuse, etc., as well as those who come frompgy echelon of our society.
Calvary has been a life changing experience for snany. Our vision and goal
Is to win thousands for the Lord. Bishop also plas to open the doors to many
other ministries. Calvary Temple Christian Center Ministries embraces all
people who believe and hold their faith in Jesus GIst our Lord, the Son of
God of the New Testament, and believe that ye mighitave life through His
Name.

You are welcome to experience Calvary for yourself!
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PURPOSE-DRIVEN CHURCH

PUR-POSE:To have a goal or an aim. To deliberately do sbimg, rather than
letting it happen by accident.

The Bible says to write the vision and make it cle&/e know our goals. We
know what our starting point is. And we know tha¢ wannot accomplish our
purpose unless we are on one accord. A successiidtry is building the church
on the purpose of God through the enriched powdh@fHoly Ghost, expecting
the results from God. Remember, God works in ub bee will and to do of His
good pleasure.

Pray that God will lead you to your purpose in thmistry. We are grooming
leaders that are not afraid of believing and ddimg will of God. We are so
purpose-driven that we believe God with our sulistawe believe God when we
pray, we believe God when we fast, we believe Ghdnwve worship and praise.
We do all of these things with purpose in mind. r @urpose is to build the
kingdom! Be a purpose-driven person. Do not gough life aimlessly. In

everything you do, have a purpose!
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| THE VISION |

Hab. 2:2-4

A Multi-Purpose Worship Center

To build and/or construct a worship center with seating capacity of 3500 & membership of 7000
which will include:

Youth Center

Gym

Swimming Pool

Weight room

Exercise Room 100 in capacity

Computer class for 50 — 100 people (Children and Adults)

Teaching class for life issues

Arts Center

Ministry school for biblical studies

Accredited Alternative School for Boys Without Fathers

Housing for 12-Steps, AIDS Patients, Senior Citizens, Famitiebransition and Men

With Purpose, Single Moms (Transition Mothers)

To buy, remodel, sell and manage real estate

Establish a visionary team
Begin to hire people within the ministry
Establish our CDC Corp.

Mini- Mall
Gas Station, Grocery Store, some type of commercial business.

Praise God for how far we've come
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CTCC Ministries (Present & Future)

CTCC Christian Education Dept
CTCC WOW

CTCC Men With Vision

CTCC Deacon/Deaconess
CTCC Security

CTCC Valets & Parking Att
CTCCC (T.H.U.G.s)

CTCC JBC (Jesus Blessed Chldrn)
CTCC Creative Couples

CTCC Sensational Singles
CTCC Greeters/Ushers

CTCC Celebration Dancers
CTCC Drama

CTCC 12 Step Ministry

CTCC Worship/Choirs/ensemble
CTCC Administration

CTCC Website/Internet Coord
CTCC Media

CTCC New members Committee
CTCC Guest Relations Gifts &
Specialty Items

CTCC 2f' Century Evangelism
CTCC Deaf Ministry

CTCC Shut-In Ministry

CTCC Care Team

CTCC Evangelism/Alter

CTCC Theology School

CTCC Education Academy K-12
CTCC Nursery

CTCC Benevolent

CTCC Book Store

CTCC Website Members Ministry
CTCC Transportation Ministry

CTCC Membership Package

JRTM Media

JRTM Book Store

JRTM Partnership

JRTM Marketing

JRTM No More Drama

JRTM Website/Internet Coord
NU Faith Radio

In-Home Bible Fellowship
Publishing Co.

Conference Coord

Facilities Management Ministry
Business Resource Network
Supermarket Management
Real Estate Management

Many, other ministries will be
added as God gifts the house
with excellence and new
opportunities through
anticipated and prayerful
membership growth
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The Oldest Worship on Earth

If you have never had the opportunity to be iniatsfilled service before, you will discover thtite oldest worship on earth is a

brand new experience for you. Join in with us agraise God together in spirit and in truth.

WE PRAY TOGETHER OUT LOUD because...
In the bible we read, “They lifted up their voiee®od with one accord...”

Acts 4:24

WE LIFT OUR HANDS IN PRAISE because...
In the Bible we read, “Lift up your hands in thexseary, and bless the Lord.”
Psalms 134:2

WE SING WITH OUR HEARTS because...
In the Bible we read, “Make a joyful noise unto therd, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejaad sing

praise.” Psalms 98:4

WE PLAY MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS because...
In the Bible we read, “...and all the house of Isrpkalyed before the Lord on all manner of instrumeritd|

Samuel 6:5

WE CLAP AND SHOUT UNTO GOD because...
In the Bible we read, “...O clap your hands all yegdepshout unto God with the voice of triumph.” Psa147:1

WE DANCE IN THE SPIRIT because...
In the Bible we read, “...Praise Him with the timbagld dance; praise Him with stringed instruments @ngans.”

Psalms 22:22

WE TESTIFY PUBLICLY because...
In the Bible we read, “...1 will declare thy name umtyy brethren: in the midst of the congregation wiiraise

thee. Psalms 22:22

WE ANOINT WITH OIL FOR DIVINE HEALING  because...
In the Bible we read, “Is any sick among you? hiet call for the elders of the church; and let thenay over him,

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.ndes 5:14



WE ALLOW THE OPERATION OF THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS because...
In the Bible we read, “...when ye come together, gwere of you hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hatvalation,
hath an interpretation...” | Cor 12

THE BIBLE
We believethe Bible to be the inspired and infallible Word of God. The Biblkle only God-
given authority which man possesses. Therefore, all doctrine,Hajle, and instruction for the
church must be based upon and harmonized with the Bible. It is t@adeamd studied by all
men everywhere. The anointing of the Holy Ghost will give clear staleding to the
scriptures.

THE ONE TRUE GOD
We believein the one eternal God, infinite in power, holy in attributes and purposk, a
possessing absolute indivisible deity. This one true God has réudateself in the Spirit as
Father, in the flesh as the Son while he walked among men and thttich today as the Holy
Ghost. Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible god (Col 1:15H@®).in Him dwelleth the
fullness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him...Col 2:9-10

GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION
Jesus gave Peter the keys to the kingdom. On the Day of &gnteben the church began,
Peter opened the door of salvation to all mankind when he preach@dspel that still has the
power to save today. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and bethagwery one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shalle the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” Acts 2:38

DIVINE HEALING
We have all witnessed and experienced the healing power of Jesgs CThe Bible says of
believers, “they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall retoVWée anoint those who are
sick with the oil in the name of the Lord (James 5:14-16) and belev@romise of God for
their healing.

HOLINESS
We believethe life of every Christian should be free from sin, immostaitd worldliness. We
are to be examples of the teachings of Jesus Christ. ThedByde “For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that deamgpogliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and Godly in the present world. “Titus 2:11-12
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SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
We believethe time is drawing near when our Lord should appear. The deadigt €fall rise
first and we who are alive and remain shall be caught up with tbemeet the Lord in the air
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. | Thess 4:13-17

CHRIST IS THE HEAD
We believahat He is the head of the body, the church; who is the begirthen§iystborn from
the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminenceit [fleased the Father that in Him
should all fullness dwell. Col 1:15-29

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST
We believein the Virgin birth of Jesus. He was born both human and divine. HeGeods
manifested in the flesh. And by His blood, our conscience is purgeddeanch works to serve
the living God. Heb 9:11-28; Heb 10:1-39; Matt 1:18-23; | Tim 3:16

RESSURECTION
We believein the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and thadddaded on high
and has sent His spirit, the Holy Ghost, which was poured out in lBsruseer 2,000 years ago.
That same spirit fills hearts today. And this same Jesus,siaen up from you into Heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into He&veor. 15:4; Matt 28:5-6; I
Cor 5:15; Acts 2:4
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Ten Reasons Why | Tithe
While visiting in a neighborhood near our churchmét a man who responded to my introduction bynsgyiOh,
you are the preacher who makes everyone pay taepeto the church.”
“No, you are not talking about me,” | replied. “There is no way kltain make people pay ten
percent of their wages to the church if they do not wish. | do not have that autfidrétyeople
who pay ten percent, or a tithe, of their income do so because they want to.”
Why do people tithe to the church? The reasons are many. ofsitlered my own motivation,
| discovered at least ten reasons why | give ten percenyaficome to the church. A study of
these reasons will help us to understand the great blessinghiofgtiand the biblical
responsibility to tithe.

1. To Honor the Creator

“Render...unto God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21)
Acquisitiveness is one of the basic drives of madki Children grasp their toys and cry, “Mine!” Seome has
noted three attitudes in the parable of the Goaddsidan. The priest and the Levite had the attififtVhat’s mine
is mine and I'm going to keep it!"” The thieves hheé attitude, “What’s yours is mine, and I'm goitmgget it!”
The Samaritan had the attitude, “What's mine isrgpand you can have it.” There is another attitticht should
permeate our thinking, even above the commendatitede of the Samaritan. That is, “Everything Wwave
belongs to God, and we are stewards of His goods.”
God owns the entire world and its substance. “@aeh is the LORD’S and the fullness thereof” (Rsa@u:1).
“Behold, all souls are mine” (Ezekiel 18:4). “Thiéver is mine, and the gold is mine” (Haggai 2:8)is God who
gives people the power to obtain wealth (Psalm-75:Bcclesiastes 5:19). We are not to glory in w@ad has
given us, but to glory in Him (Jeremiah 9:23-24).
Why should | begrudge God ten percent when everything actually belongs 2o IHinwere not
for Him, there would be no land, no seed, no strength, no income, and no lifegedemus He
is to tell us, “The tithe...is the LORD’S"! (Leviticus 27:30).

2. To Acknowledge My Heritage.
“And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs accorditing tpromise”
(Galatians 3:29)
Abraham was the first tithe payer of record (Gendst:20). Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, paid titli&snésis
28:22). Scripture says that Levi, Abraham’s dedaaband the father of the tribe from which thegtfiood came,
paid tithes (Hebrews 7:9). My heritage of payintiftze precedes the Law of Moses. As a child ofallam and an
heir of the promise of Abraham, | acknowledge myifg relationship by paying tithes.
Jesus said to the Jews, “If ye were Abraham’s ohildye would do the works of Abraham” (John 8:.38)would
be strange to claim to be a child of Abraham andtgeneglect one of Abraham’s most fundamental aoté-

worthy acts. | pay my tithes as a spiritual dedesih of Abraham, the father of the faithful.
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3. To Fulfill the Covenant.
“For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which neetliis
glorious” (Il Corinthians 3:11)
In every comparison of the Law of Moses and the newenant that came by Jesus Christ, the new cavetends
supreme. The characteristic word in the Book dffdess is better, and everything is better abounhthe covenant.
If the law demanded tithes, then how much more lshae who are under the “perfect law of libertyVgiour tithe
willingly. (See James 1:25.) If the law is wriiten the fleshly tables of our hearts and we folldad’'s commands
not from outward rules but because of our new matilren how quickly and how easily we should give tenth
that belongs to the Lord! (See Il Corinthians 3:8-6
Some people say, “Oh, we do not pay tithes, bedithéeg was under the law.” If that is a suffinteeason for not
paying tithes, then we could also mistreat our pEtefor the law said, “Honour thy father and thgther” (Exodus
20:12.) In actuality, we honor our father and neothnd we give our tithes because the principletheflaw are
written in our hearts by the Spirit of God. Weaiwillingly and liberally because the Spirit motiga us to give

what God has said is His.

4. To Show My Love.

“Many waters cannot quench love” (Song of Solomon 8:7)
Love is the strongest motivation in the world. avle seen bumper stickers that say, “If you loveisgesonk your
horn!” Anyone can honk his horn. But David sdideither will | offer...unto the LORD my God of thathich
doth cost me nothing” (Il Samuel 24:24). Someodnmeutd print a sticker that says, “If you love Jesuay your
tithes!”
For someone who genuinely loves the Lord, the fghenly the beginning of his giving. He gives ooly his tithe,

but also offerings (plural), not grudgingly and ménecessity, but cheerfully with love.

5. To Fulfill an Obligation.
“Ye pay tithe...: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the uttiene”
(Matthew 23:23)
Jesus did not criticize the Pharisees for payitiges. He commended them. He said it was somethag“ought”
to have done. The wordught expresses an obligation or duty. It is one of gtrengest words in the English
language. To pay tithes is something every Charnistiught to do.
The wordoughthas three meanings: (a) obligation or duty; asHie, ought to pay his debts”; (b) desirability; ias
“You ought to eat more slowly”; (c) expectancy oolpability; as in, “I ought to be through by MondayEach one
of these meanings puts an obligation upon the @dmis It is desirable for him to pay his titheg, is expected to

pay his tithes, and he has a duty to pay his tithes

6. To Escape Condemnation.
“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me...in tithes and offerings” (Malachi 3:8).
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How sad is it that people who are honest in busireesd who pay their debts to the bank, the stard, the
government will not pay God what belongs to Himbn&times people quibble about whether they areifyggyr
“giving” tithes, but both terms seem approprialéhe tithe is the Lord’s, and He expects us to pay Him; at the
same time, He does not receive it until we give iim. He does not give us the authority to usetithe for other
purposes, but we have the power to spend it asderigis in our hands. Nevertheless, a perseorslemned if he

spends God’s money.

7. To Spread the Gospel.
“So hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live gbspel”
(I Corinthians 9:14).
God has ordained for people to be saved by thechigg of the gospel (I Corinthians 1:21). “How klihey hear
without a preacher?” (Romans 10:14).
Tithing is God’'s way of supporting the ministryn the Old Testament, the Levites and the priesevw&od’s
ministers to the nation of Israel, and they wengpsuted by tithes. In the New Testament, God ladleat people to
minister the gospel. These ministers can be mifeetive if they do not have to provide for theivdlihood by
working on a secular job but can devote themsdivksime to the work of God they need time to gileemselves
to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.
It is not wrong for a man to labor with his handsy should a minister feel too good to engage imelsblabor. Yet
God’s plan is for those who preach the gospeM® dif the gospel.
When God inspired Moses to write that the peoptaukshnot put a muzzle on the ox that labored, Gad wot as
concerned with the ox as He was with the principbg a laborer should receive his livelihood froisWwork. The
application of this principle is that the ministef the gospel should earn his living from his minis (See |
Corinthians 9:9-14.)
Some ministers have endured financial hardshipsdapdvation in order to proclaim the gospel indyareas. If
the tithing income insures that the minister car in a good house, drive a good car, and buycseiffi clothes for
his family, why should | begrudge providing thebsgjs to a man who would preach the gospel evée ifiad to
work on a secular job to do it? It is a disgraseatchurch if the pastor has to take a seculatgosupply his
family’s needs when there should be sufficientinighincome available to allow him to do God’'s wark a full-

time basis. My tithing can help to spread the gbsp

8. To Avoid a Curse.

“Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me” (Matthew 22:21)
Someone has said, “You can't out give God, andoanit out squeeze Him either.”
Some people put their money into “a bag with hol@daggai 1:6). They do not give God His tithe, by
eventually spend the money for automobile repamelical bills, and a thousand other things thay theght have
avoided if they had been faithful to God in theirigg. God said that the whole nation of Israebwarsed because

they had not given God His due. God asked Ismadkticate the gold of Jericho to Him, but Achaokta wedge

CTCC Membership Package 17



of gold and hid it in a tent. It became a curshito and his whole family. | do not want God tasaimy blessings.

| want to give Him His tithe.

9. To Enjoy God'’s Blessing.
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,...and prove me now herewith, the
LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10). (See also Luke 6:38.)

God blesses the people who pay tithes. They damatys have the most money or the best clothasthiey are

blessed.

However, | am wary of those who promise, “If youegiGod a dollar, He will give you back four.” Thepectation

of a return should not be our motivation for givingnd His richest blessings are not necessarilyjetary.

But | do want God to notice me and remember me.néteeed that the widow put money into the treasatryhe

Temple. He noticed what Cornelius was giving. ridéiced what Israel was not giving. He knows wivatgive

and He notices when we give.

God has asked us to prove Him and see if He willgiee us His blessings. | have trusted Him, wstén, and

tried Him, and | have concluded that it is bettegive God what belongs to Him.

10.To be consistent.

“Be thou an example of the believers” (I Timothy 4:12)
For most of my ministry, | have lived on tithingcome. How could | receive tithes and not pay §thd could not
do so and be consistent. The Levites, who recditieel, also paid tithes on what they receivedh@teiah 10:38).
Preachers who receive tithes should be most faithfpay them.
Paying tithes will not save a person — everyonetrbesborn again to be saved. But paying tithe$ netp a

blessing. Genuine Christians not only pay tithes they willingly pay tithes.
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Introductions

1% ASST PASTOR

SHARON M. CRADDOCK OVERSEES
ALL JUNIOR PASTORS
PULPIT ASSIGNMENT
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPT
SINGLES SPIRITUAL COUNSELING

ASST PASTOR

KATHY DOCKERY OVERSEES
MIN KASHA EDWARDS — AND HER REPORTING DEPTS

MIN MARIA FERNANDEZ — AND HER REPORTING
DEPTS

YOUTH PASTOR

EDWARD EDMONDS, SR.
ENTIRE YOUTH MINISTRY
MIN. CHARLES ROSS — AND HIS REPORTING DEPTS

DEACON MARK MCGRAW
DEACONS/DEACONESS

CTCC VISION COORDINATOR - SIS. TY SIMS

Use of sanctuary for;
Weddings Funerals Baby Dedication
Dining hall available for
Receptions Showers, etc.
Additional services available: Please see Sis. G&inith, Admin Dept
w/any questions and scheduling for counseling etc.,
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Upon completion of this online membership call, please contact adminl@jrthompsonministries.org to

further your process of becoming a member, or you may call Sis. Gail Smith, @ 335-4901 ext 10 to

schedule an appointment.
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